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LLIVING

Audio connoisseurs come together for music magic

By ANDREW HOSHKIW
The Wikitefiorse Sigr

HAIMES TUNCTION - For Jasmes
King, o blueprass musicinn who grew
up near the Bluenidpe Moantmins on the
Bl il Bowth Camaling, Hlaines Jasoe-
fion rerminds Fnm whint 1ife was ke s
o by

“This wilderness s how it really
wsed to be in the country when | was
grovwing up, " he sald during the week-
el % W haines Mounimnn Bloegrass Fes-
tival, "Mow ifs gotall packed up down
in the Stabes; you can't breathe,

1 bk thas. 10 the country., the desp
codiniry.”

Crwrpanizers of the festbval, mow in
its fafth vear, opted (0 bring back thedr
Favorite acts from the firsd five years
for a et of the best™ festival. King
first played the evenl in 2005,

Yo get 10 come one time o the
ko, it's Killer, you get s onme tw..,
[ coniee Brack i 2009 1T clon't kick the
hacket,” said Kinpg. *1 love it

The fishing, the eoenery and espe-
cinlly the people are whot made him
want tercome hack,

*1 o't woank o pet rich 1 just et
10 mnke edugh 10 get 10 he e o,
he said. “As long as 1 kY the bills every
i and ot & Title money 1o go fish-
ing, I'm happy.”

[ ndditiam §o pl:l:-'iu.lg in. Huines
Tunction, the James King Band also
imacdle dppesrances in Atlin and Tesbin,
Allrendhy s s B nelsirm in BWo yeirs,
he hopes nexi time to bring his sons
with fiem.

[ke Sheldon, o member of The
Wikders und a paricipam of Inst year's
lzarivad, hod samilar thoughts.

Bxai Phono by AMDREW HOSH=STW

FREMCH CONNECTION - Pascal St-Laurent, guitarist for Selir de Semaine, roused the Fri-
day night crowd at this year's Alsek Music Festival into a raving, dancing frenzy.

Allaskun towr, This year, playing the
Yukon again was therr primary focus
"Were im the middle |.1I'|:1.Er_l.'l:l1ing.'
sabd Sheldon “This is pretty exotic for
s Flnckamders from the middie of the
s
“It's so different from where we're

"We got a sense that people really
Fikced the dynammics of this festival,” e
said, plluding to the “best of ' aspect. "1
hizard lods of good comments slsout
[t "

A big part of what made the evemt
such & success was the volunieers. he

tatiomn methods, including dances, con-
CRIs, gospel sesayims, wh’r‘lml-‘u_:;m andd
even & bamnd scrumble which mixes
anifience members witi the bands, this
festival 1sa l'h-..'u;llil'ui'l}' umidue i:'j:pl!'l'i
enee like no other in the Nomh
“There's sucl i larps mvesiaspt in

irass Festival was hexld ot the: cosmimu-
nity centre, & short distance down the
road, an the Banks of the Dezadeash
River, ancdher festival was taking place

Mow in its 16th year, the Alssk
Music Fasuval provided a showcase
o the Yukon's lines) musical tnlent.

Avrtistic director Richard Goudson
said thee grvent went off without & hitch
anel that ke had heard nothing bot godd
CoTmEDnls.

“lo wies & predry poaodd Alsek nomioar”
he iz, "W had awesome wohinlesrs
and it all worked really well.®

The bigpesl draws wene the Closing
bards Friday and Saturday mighis, Soir
dez Semaine and Scotch respectively,
thvugh all pariicipating artisis were
wnrmily received by their sudisnces

"The second gensrathon aspect — the
fact that there were 5o many younRger
players angd defimtely younger crowd
b — mices oy e thit deveboping,” said
Godson, refllecting on the weekends
hil;hl'il-_l;hh:

"Seatch blew me away,” he added,
"And [ really thought HommerHeaocd
was quite @ surprnise, a really talented
groug ol Whitehomse kids."

A long-time velermn of both fedi-
vills, Kim Begps said she “had ameally
WSS e, "

Beepgs toadk centre stnge af the Bloe-
grass festival this year, acoompanied
by & prowp of Whitehorse's Tinest mwsi
[=HTiEL

I've got Daniel Jankes on upright
hass, Matalic Edelson on woepis and
Sieve Dawsen on dobro,” she said, "]
really enjoved this new configurtion
of & hond.*

Eh:g;gg; was especially drovwn to the
coumamumnity aenect of the event. .



